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Road Roundup
By Mike Lindblom

I hope everyone is doing well and had a safe Memorial Day. On this day we
remember the veterans that made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. We
spend time reflecting on their service and why we have the freedom that we
enjoy today. Thank you to everyone that has served. Despite all the issues
we do have today, this is the greatest country on the face of the earth, and I
wouldn’t want to live anywhere else.

Upcoming Events

August 12, 2021
Risk Management
Seminar
Overland Park, Kansas

September 22, 2021
Sunflower Shootout
Mayetta, Kansas

As everyone is aware, our industry is dealing with challenges, such as high lumber and material prices, supply,
and labor issues. We are into the second year of this and it seems that these issues are not getting better.
However, the vast majority of MLA members are still reporting record demand and very brisk sales. There has
been a little pull-back in a few rural markets. There seems to be a lot of optimism for later in the year, due to
much higher commodity prices of corn and soybeans. Obviously, Mother Nature will have her hand in the farm
economy. Admittedly, my crystal ball is still very cloudy, and I am having a hard time seeing into the future. But,
it does appear that industry experts are planning on this market to continue well into 2022. No question, we
have challenges ahead, but our industry has been very fortunate. We will play a huge role in the continued
economic recovery of our nation.

Now that the education season and a very successful Spring into Spring event are behind us now, I will be
focusing on traveling in the territory to see MLA members and prospects alike. Member growth in Arkansas will
be of particular focus within the next 60-90 days. To everyone in the great state of Arkansas, I will be seeing
you soon. I enjoy hearing from all of you, so please do not hesitate to call if there is anything you need. I hope
everyone has a great June and please be safe in your summer travels.

MLA Welcomes in Spring with 32nd Annual Swing into Spring Event

After a year of hard work and being “trapped” at home due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, over 100 MLA dealer
and supplier members joined the Association at Holiday Shores Resort in Osage Beach, MO for the 2021
Swing into Spring. Attendance was up significantly over prior years thanks in part to the generous support of
MLA’s membership and sponsors!
 
On May 5th, 30 members hit the Lake for the Bass Fishing Tournament. What began as a cool morning – with
guide boats approaching the docks out of the fog – turned out to be a picture-perfect day for fishing. The action
was hot and heavy for most boats throughout the morning with Brett Thorne of Pat Thorne Lumber & Robert
Schmitt of Schmitt’s Building Center taking home the team trophy with a 5-fish bag and weight of 9.57 lbs! Mike
Schwab of Forest Products and MLA Regional Field Manager Mike Lindblom co-wrangled the largest fish with
a 4.39 lb largemouth bass. They edged out the next largest fish by .02 lbs.
 
That evening, members enjoyed MLA’s annual bean bag tournament and steak fry with Mike DeSimone of
Capital One Trade Credit and Dan “the Cornhole King” Prendergast of Moscow Mills Lumber taking home the
championship! While the crew was busy throwing bags and networking, MLA’s Top Chef Tom Dixon of Beyers
Lumber was busy on the grill cooking 92 12oz New York Strips and a dozen pork chops for the over 90
members who joined MLA for dinner! 

https://mala.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/newsletter/1-Day RMA E-Flyer-KS 2021-08-12.pdf
https://mala.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/2021 KS Sunflower Shootout Registration Form.pdf


To close out the event, the 32nd Annual Show Me Scramble was hosted on May 6th at Bear Creek Valley Golf
Club. 70 members hit the links for a beautiful morning of golf. The 3-man team of Darrell Derstler of Derstler
Lumber, Jon Anderson of Midland Garage Door Mfg. and Trevor Coleman of Federated Insurance took home
top honors with a score of -13! The team of Dan & Kyle Prendergast, Steve Mueller of API Payment Solutions,
and Brian Rynders of Empire Moulding & Millwork took runner-up honors with a score of -10.
 
Coleman was the power-player for the day taking home the men’s long drive trophy while Stephanie Scruggs of
Scruggs Lumber took home the ladies long drive title.
 
It wasn’t all fun and games as the MLA Board of Directors met the day prior to the event. Proceeds from the
event were raised to benefit the Missouri State Committee Scholarship Fund!
 
A special thank you to the MLA Board & MO Activities Committee for a wonderful event! And to Tom Dixon and
his Sous Chef Bob Brown of Moscow Mills Lumber for their wonderful grilling skills!

Federated Insurance is presenting a 1-Day Risk Management SeminarFederated Insurance is presenting a 1-Day Risk Management Seminar  

You are invited to attend an exclusive, complimentary Risk Management Academy session hosted by
Federated Mutual Insurance Company. This session is meant to help you learn about:
 

1. Losses impacting our industry,
2. Connect with industry peers facing similar challenges, and
3. Apply risk management best practices that make a difference at your business.

 
Owners, Human Resources Managers, and Designated Risk Managers are encouraged to attend.
 



Thursday, August 12, 2021, 10:00 am to 2:30 pm
Sheraton Overland Park
6100 College Blvd.
Overland Park, KS 66211
 
One (1) Registration per Company. You must be a Federated client. Space is limited, so please register today!

Click HERE to view the detailed flier.

FFCRA Remains Optional However Employer & Employee Rights
Expanded
Article Provided by CDF Labor Law LLP & JDSupra.com

The Families First Coronavirus Act implemented by the Department of Labor in 2020 to combat the COVID-19
pandemic was all the talk until January 1, 2021, when the once mandatory rule/law expired. 
 
Since January 1, 2021, employers have had the option to continue to offer paid sick leave for those employees
impacted by COVID-19 and if the employer opts in – they can receive dollar-for-dollar tax credits for monies
paid to an employee out on FFCRA Leave.
 
But are you aware of the new rights provided to employers and employees under the – now – voluntary rule?
 
Click here to learn more and ensure that if you are continuing to provide FFCRA leave that you are doing it
correctly.

Workplace Experts Advise Caution as CDC Lifts Mask
Recommendations
By Lisa Nagele-Piazza, J.D., SHRM-SCP

After more than a year of mask mandates and recommendations from public health authorities, the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has said that fully vaccinated people no longer need to
wear masks in many indoor and outdoor settings. This includes your place of business.
 
This was a welcome announcement however top business professionals and the Society for Human Resource
Professionals note that before you rush to ditch the masks, make sure you know the rules… and the risks.
 
Click here for SHRM’s report on masks and the future of them in the workplace.

MLA Sunflower Shootout – September 22, 2021
Join MLA at Firekeeper Golf Club & Prairie Band Casino in Mayetta, KS for Golf, Good Food &
Networking!

The 33rd Annual Kansas Sunflower Shootout is back and ready for another fun-filled
event! Join your fellow MLA dealers and suppliers on Wednesday, September 22,
2021, at Firekeeper Golf Club for this annual scramble golf event. Enjoy one of
Kansas’ top-rated golf courses while networking with industry colleagues and friends.
 
Registration includes golf, range balls, cart, drink tickets, dinner, door prizes, and
prizes!
 
Associate Members – sponsorships are now available!
 
For more information, click here.
 
To register or sponsor, please contact MLA Regional Field Manager Mike Lindblom at mike@themla.com.

MLA Board of Directors Meets in Osage Beach

The MLA Board of Directors met on May 4, 2021, in Osage Beach, MO for it’s bi-annual board meeting. Items
on the agenda included continued efforts for membership growth, event plans for the coming year, and
operational and financial overviews. MLA President Matt Graham said “the MLA is on a great path! Our staff,
board members, and membership continue to engage with the Association in new and exciting ways which
exciting to see!”
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Also at the meeting, MLA Past President Hatch McCray was honored for his 2-year term as Association
President while Brett Thorne of Pat Thorne Lumber and Nate Wedermyer of Dealers Choice were recognized
for their service to the Board as Directors.
 
The next MLA Board Meeting is scheduled for late August 2021.

Program Spotlight: Business Forms & Promotional Products

Town parade or festival around the corner? Want to thank your loyal
customers for doing business with you? Do you want the best swag to
promote your business?
 
How is your inventory of order tickets and/or purchase order tickets?
 
Order your business forms and promotional products from MLA and
save!
 
We order over 5 million business forms, business cards, calendars, etc. every year for our members and can
save you money! Likewise, we have connections with some of the largest promotional product vendors in the
country whose prices can rarely be beaten. Need something quickly, let MLA help!
 
Contact Diane Sass for a no-obligation quote today at info@themla.com.
 
June Special: New orders receive 15% off the initial order. Re-orders save 10%.
 
Calendar Special: Order calendars by July 31st for extra savings! Click HERE to view calendar pricing. This
special pricing can be combined with our June Special as well (new orders receive 15% off initial order. Re-
orders save 10%).

MLA Education Planning Underway for 2021-22

The MLA staff is already hard at work planning the 2021-22 educational calendar. Once again, MLA will offer
programming throughout the region focusing on sales, estimating, yard & delivery best practices and much
more!
 
Looking for a specific class or class topic? New Webinar Idea?
 
Contact MLA Regional Field Manager Mike Lindblom at mike@themla.com with your education topics,
locations and/or ideas and the MLA team will do its best to bring forward everything the membership is seeking
in 2021-22! 

2022 Northwestern Building Products2022 Northwestern Building Products  ExposExpos
 EfficientEfficient Formats.  Formats. EssentialEssential  Information. Information. EffectiveEffective  Results.Results.

The Northwestern Lumber Association’s hallmark events – the Expos - are once again returning IN-PERSON
in early 2022! We are pleased to invite the entire Mid-America Lumbermens Association region to these
premier events, either as an attendee (lumberyards) or as an exhibitor (suppliers).
 
Select the show closest to you or choose to participate in all three!

With a focus on three primary pillars – exhibits, education, and networking - these quality, Midwest (local!)
events for LBM professionals pack a TON of benefits into just two days, which allows you to see the latest
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products/services, absorb current industry updates and training, have a little fun, and then get right back to
doing business.
 

Suppliers/Exhibitors: Exhibit booth and sponsorship registration will be available no later than October
1st. Watch for email updates, keep an eye on the MLA website, or contact Jodie Fleck at
jfleck@nlassn.org or 763-595-4058 for more information.

 
Lumber Yard Dealers: Badge and function registration materials will be available in early November.
Watch for email updates, keep an eye on the MLA website, or contact Melanie Hultman at
mhultman@nlassn.org or 763-595-4050 for more information.

Spread the Word About Scammers!

We continue to receive reports of scammers trying to purchase large amounts of material from members, using
credit cards that seem to go through, only to find out later that charges were fraudulent, and they have lost the
funds and the materials that were picked up.
 
After our last scam alert went out, we received the following note:
 
“Thank you for this! Your email came right in the midst of this exact scam! We were questioning a pending
transaction and then your email showed up and we were able to cancel it. May have saved us $7500!”
 
So, although we may sound like a broken record repeating ourselves about scammers, it is an important
message. Please share the alert and advice with anyone you feel will benefit from it!

Tips for Stopping Scammers
1. Do not take orders over the phone from unknown buyers!

If they want the product and want to do business with you – wouldn’t they want to meet you just as
much as you want to meet them?
If you do, make sure to get business and personal names, references, look up the person and try to find
additional contact numbers, perform a business search with the Better Business Bureau 

 
2. Do not allow them to rush you!

Scammers are notorious for being quick
 
3. Do not allow courier drivers to leave with your product unless you are 100% certain the sale is
legitimate!

Once that product leaves your lot – it's likely gone forever!
 
4. Train your team members – no sale is worth the hassle and the time wasted with a scammer

5. If you do process an order, only return the funds to the credit card you took on the initial order
 
And most importantly, use common sense. We all know our industry and how transactions generally
transpire. How many homes/projects have you sold without seeing the contractor or homeowner? Additionally,
think through the sale/situation and ask yourself the simple questions – the simplest questions are often the
easiest to ask when working with a scammer. Who, What, When, Why, and most importantly, Where questions
will help you determine the validity of a buyer. Again, where do they want this shipped to? Why are they
bypassing ### other lumber yards and calling me? Who am I dealing with? Do I know them?
 
And finally, be diligent – no sale is worth being tied up in a fraud case and the time and money spent
recovering your money, stolen property, etc.
 
If you think you have been or are being scammed, please do not hesitate to call any one of our team members
at (800) 747-6529. We will happily help you get to the bottom of the issue and be that sounding board that you
just might need to protect yourself and your business!
 
Stay Safe & Stay Alert!

What News Do You Have?

What's happening in your area? Is there an industry event, company or employee milestone, or even a
business tip you'd like to share with your fellow members? Send them our way! We are always looking for
meaningful content to include in the newsletter. You can send your news to melanie@themla.com. Thank you.
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