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To the Brother and Sisterhood
of MLA...
From Don Rieger, Regional Sales Manager, HIAB
Sales & Marketing, North Americas

REF: The Greatest Association and Group of individuals I have
had the Honor and Privilege to be associated with.

Many of you have already heard the rumors.

With a very bittersweet decision, I have decided to make these next
several weeks the end of the happy trail and the end of my Hiab
career. The question I have tossed in the air for the longest time: Am
I working to live or am I living to work? I have decided to live.

"The two hardest things to say in life are 'Hello' for the first time and
'Goodbye' for the last"!

Upcoming Events

May 3-4, 2022
Swing Into Spring
Osage Beach, MO

June 21-24, 2022
Back to the Roots History Tour
Minnesota

September 22, 2022
Sunflower Shootout
Mayetta, KS

October 2-7, 2022
Mill Tour
North Carolina

For over 20 years of my career, I have strived to represent and fulfill with the highest criteria and fulfillment of
the Cargotec / Hiab / Moffett name to the entire MLA group. Throughout the many companies brought into the
Hiab World, I hope I have represented and fulfilled the Hiab name to become a recognized and respected
vendor and a trustworthy host for the company.

I cannot begin to name the many friends, esteemed colleagues, and comrades I have come to know and been
associated with, admired, and respected as I am certain I will leave someone out unintentionally.

So, with this I would like to say: Thank you, one and all for the many years of companionship, true friendships,
and support throughout the years. Many mentors have come and gone. Many close friendships have been
made and continue throughout. I will remember each and everyone and will most definitely miss you all.

Read entire letter from Don Rieger...

Are You Hosting an Open House, Anniversary, or Contractor Event?
We’d Love to Attend!

Please let us know of any future open house, anniversary, grand reopening, or any other special milestone
happening at your business. If we are able to attend, we’d love to join in the celebration! You can contact us
with the details at info@themla.com or call us at (800) 747-6529. 

https://www.themla.com/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=51&Itemid=115&year=2022&month=05&day=03&title=2022-mla-swing-into-spring&uid=f7844eba4297b78b198fd54ff6154b7d
https://www.nlassn.org/page/history_tour
https://www.themla.com/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=52&Itemid=115&year=2022&month=09&day=22&title=sunflower-shootout&uid=8f5f0e0e20126025560cc46d4c02859c
https://www.nlassn.org/page/MillTour
https://mala.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/newsletter/Farewell to MLA - Don Rieger Letter.pdf
mailto:info@themla.com
https://abpinc.net/
https://www.fp-supply.com/
https://www.strongtie.com/
https://www.federatedinsurance.com/home
https://www.starlumber.com/
https://scruggslumber.com/
https://oecscomply.com/
https://www.federatedinsurance.com/


Last Chance to Apply for Scholarships!
Missouri & Kansas Student Applications Due by April 30th

Each year the Missouri & Kansas members of MLA raise money to support their college scholarship programs.
These scholarships are for an employee or the child of an employee of an MLA member lumberyard in Missouri
or Kansas or a child sponsored by the owner or manager of an MLA member lumberyard located in Missouri or
Kansas. Applicants must have a desire to work in the independent retail lumber industry and have a GPA of
3.25 or better. Scholarship application forms are available HERE and must be returned to the MLA office by
April 30, 2022. If you have any questions, please contact the MLA office at (800) 747-6529 or email
melanie@themla.com.

Join Us at Swing Into Spring & Sunflower Shootout!

MLA Swing Into Spring
Supporting MLA & the Missouri Lumber Dealer Scholarship Fund
May 3-4, 2022
Margaritaville Resort, Osage Beach, MO

Get your summer started with us at Osage Beach, Missouri for this annual fun-filled event! The 2022 MLA
Swing into Spring activities such as golf, fishing, and cornhole, plus networking opportunities for members of all
types. 

Click HERE for ONLINE DEALER registration.
Click HERE for PDF DEALER registration form.
Click HERE for SPONSOR registration form.

Lodging/Accommodations:
MLA has secured a block of rooms at Margaritaville Lake Resort in Osage Beach, MO.

MLA Member Lodging Rate(s):
Single (or) Double Bed Rate: $139.00 (plus taxes & fees)
One-Bedroom Suite Rate: $243.00 (plus taxes & fees)
Two-Bedroom Suite Rate: $314.00 (plus taxes & fees)

Reservation Deadline: April 15, 2022
To book your hotel accommodations, please call (800) 826-8272
When booking, members must use booking code MAML to receive the MLA rate.

MLA Sunflower Shootout
Supporting MLA & the Kansas Lumber Dealers Scholarship Fund
September 22, 2022
Prairie Band Casino & Firekeeper Golf Club, Mayetta, KS

Join us in Mayetta and enjoy an afternoon of golf at one of Kansas’s best
golf courses! Rolling fairways and bent grass greens welcome golfers of
all skill levels for an afternoon of networking. Dinner – and a trip to the
casino if that is your thing – will follow the annual event.

*Our 2021 event broke a record for attendance at the Sunflower
Shootout and we look forward to an even larger event in 2022!

Click HERE for registration form.

Proceeds from these events support MLA’s mission and also support high-school & college youth seeking
construction and/or LBM degrees. Each year, the Missouri & Kansas Fund(s) award scholarships to students
seeking careers in our industry!

Road Roundup
By Mike Lindblom

Happy Spring! This is a time of rebirth, rejuvenation, regrowth, and most important for many, the resurrection.
Early spring isn’t always so pleasant with cold and rainy days but just remember “April showers bring May
flowers.”

https://www.themla.com/scholarships2
mailto:melanie@themla.com
https://mala.memberclicks.net/swing2022#/
https://mala.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/2022 Swing into Spring - Dealer Registration Form.pdf
https://mala.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/2022 Swing into Spring - Vendor Sponsorship %26 Registration Form.pdf
https://mala.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/event_forms/2022 KS Sunflower Shootout Registration Form.pdf


The 2021/2022 education season is now behind us. Overall, things went well but we did have to cancel a
couple of sessions due to low registrations. We will continue to evaluate our offerings along with where we
locate our programs, to ensure that each program is timely and impactful. Our goal is to offer first-in-class
education for our members, if there are any specific topics you would like to see MLA offer, please let us know.
I also want to thank Jim Harvey at American Building Products as well as Mike Schwab & Mark Drone from
Forest Products Supply for hosting our classes at their facilities this year. Your hospitality is much appreciated!

The 2022 Swing into Spring is quickly approaching. We had a big crowd last year
and we anticipate another in 2022. If you haven’t registered yet, please do as soon
as you can.

In addition to my travels in March, I had the opportunity to attend and participate in
the Blish-Mize Spring Market in Overland Park, Kansas. The market was well
attended, and I had the opportunity to visit with a few of our members. I also
connected with some lumber dealers that we hope will become members in the
future. Blish-Mize and MLA have been strong partners for many years. 2022 marks
the 151st year of business for Blish-Mize – a true American Success Story. This kind
of longevity is not commonplace, but their success goes to show that if you treat your
customers well and deliver on your promises you can succeed.

I hope everyone has a great April. Please be safe and Happy Easter to everyone.

Thank You to this Year’s Professional Development Sponsors!

With the spring classes wrapping up, we would like to express our gratitude once again to the following
companies for hosting or sponsoring one of the 2021-2022 MLA professional development classes.
Thank you to the following companies for your support!

(host of Yard & Delivery class tour)

Best Practices for Workplace Safety Inspections

Many companies perform periodic workplace/worksite inspections or audits. But what happens afterwards? Is
the inspection reviewed? Are the hazards corrected? Don’t make the mistake of thinking that the inspection
itself is all that matters. Please join MLA endorsed vendor, OECS, for a FREE informative webinar on April 13,
where we will cover how to use the information from a workplace inspection so that you can make
recommendations to improve workplace safety.

Register for FREE webinar.

Reviewing the OSHA Top 10Reviewing the OSHA Top 10
From Federated Insurance

Safety violations can occur in any number of ways, but there are plenty of
opportunities to help create safer work environments. One way is to become familiar
with the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Top 10 list, which

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yKNcdhiUSe-YnhUCQTfgnw?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=207651944&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9YWcBT18WVNuikHaFD8CMeMTszRGdS2zGsmVf-dsDTvdQZDoptZBt5bRX5-_x77RwU62aQjrd0zgxh1bm3CCwvG_RaLA&utm_content=207651944&utm_source=hs_email
https://oecscomply.com/


accounts for the most frequently cited standards following inspections of businesses
and worksites by federal OSHA.1 This helpful list can be used as a guide to learning
what common risks to watch out for, and accessing vital information to help avoid
devastating — and costly — worker injuries or fatalities.  
 
Each year, OSHA posts their Top 10 violations after the month of April to allow the
prior fiscal year’s inspection data to finalize.
 
Continue reading to find out what is included on the list.

You're Invited! TWO Mill Tour Trips Planned for 2022

*NEW* Back to the Roots Lumber History Tour (Minnesota) June 21-24
Lumber Yard Dealers: Join Northwestern Lumber Associaton (NLA), our partner
association, for their brand-new "Back to the Roots" lumber history tour by bus along
Minnesota's beautiful Northshore and eastern St. Croix Valley/riverfront this summer - four
days of unique, unforgettable experiences within our very own membership region!
 
Suppliers: Interested in participating in this event too? Two sponsorship opportunities are
available (includes a spot on the trip!). Sponsoring is the only way suppliers can attend this
event.
 
Visit nlassn.org/page/history tour for a full brochure, MN lumber history overview, agenda, and to get
registered as an attendee or sponsor. (Spots are limited – sign up today to secure your seat!)

North Carolina “Smoky Blue” Mill Tour October 2-7
MLA members are also welcome and invited to join NLA in Noth Carolina! The return of NLA’s annual Mill Tour
is scheduled for October 2-7, 2022. Take in the Smoky Mountain & Blue Ridge Mountain range views (and
many other points of interest) while getting behind-the-scenes access and first-hand instruction from area
building product manufacturers, foresters, and more! Anticipated Mill Tour registration opening date: Late
May 2022.
 
Visit nlassn.org/page/MillTour for updates, general information, past tours, and to join the email notification
list.

For more information on either tour, contact Jodie Fleck, Director of Conventions & Events, at 763-595-4058 or
jfleck@nlassn.org with questions.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Assistant Buyer Opening
McCray Lumber and Millwork is looking for a buyer to work out of its
Overland Park, Kansas headquarters. 

Candidate should have 5 years experience in the lumber industry and
knowledge of commodity wood products for home builders.
Contact Steve 816-728-8099

For Sale: Lincoln Building Supply – Lincoln, KS
Single store operation for sale in Central Kansas. This well-established hometown building supply store has
maintained a long history of lasting relationships with its customers. They are committed to excellent customer
service and offer an extensive range of quality products and services. In addition to lumber and all types of
building supplies, they also offer animal feed and supplies, gardening and plants, paint, hunting and fishing
gear, window repair, gluten-free foods, Black Rifle coffee, gifts of all kinds, and much more! Primary customers
are farms and ranches, construction contractors, and homeowners.

Located near the intersection of two state highways (KS Hwy 18 & 14). 5,500 sf showroom and retail space.
1,600 sf of covered storage plus 5,500 sf of indoor storage for lumber and farm supplies. 1,600 sf covered
garden center. Inventory & AR valued at $375,000. DBMS Point of Sales System installed in 2002. Sale to
include equipment such as Yale Gas Forklift, 1994 F37 Dump-Bed Truck – Low Miles, rental equipment
including popcorn ceiling blowers, wallpaper sanders, etc.

Experienced staff - two (2) full-time & two (2) part-time. Owner willing to remain with business following sale for
up to one year (negotiable).

Owner asking $725,000 for business, land & equipment.

Interested parties asked to contact Tim at (785) 658-5872.

https://www.federatedinsurance.com/posts/risk-management-corner/2022-03-reviewing-osha-top-10?_cldee=bWh1bHRtYW5Abmxhc3NuLm9yZw%3d%3d&recipientid=contact-01df9d0a7641eb11812300505690fa2f-df2af11efbc6464389a4fea643913bc8&esid=2f3ec56f-b8a6-ec11-812d-00505690fa2f
https://www.nlassn.org/page/history_tour
https://www.nlassn.org/page/MillTour
mailto:jfleck@nlassn.org


What News Do You Have?

What's happening in your area? Is there an industry event, company or employee milestone, or even a
business tip you'd like to share with your fellow members? Send them our way! We are always looking for
meaningful content to include in the newsletter. You can send your news to melanie@themla.com. Thank you.

www.themla.com    

mailto:melanie@themla.com
https://www.themla.com/
https://www.facebook.com/midamlumber
https://twitter.com/MidAmLumbermen
https://www.federatedinsurance.com/posts?&cat=1450714176472&sort=latest&utm_campaign=2022-association-ads&utm_source=federated&utm_medium=web-ad&utm_term=life

