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MLA Welcomes Regional Field Manager
Mid-America Lumbermens Association is proud to announce the hiring of Mike
Lindblom as Regional Field Manager.  Mike joins MLA after many years of service as
an LBM vendor representative. 

As MLA’s Regional Field Manager, Mike will work with MLA’s members (and non-
members) to help them find greater value in their membership.  Mike will assist with
planning meetings and events and will serve as the primary contact the association’s
members and their teams.  Mike will begin traveling the region in September 2019
and will do so throughout the year.  To schedule a meeting with Mike (or to simply
say hello), please contact Mike at mike@themla.com or via phone at (402) 718-1974.

The MLA Fall Fling Conference is Coming!
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Join us at the InterContinental Hotel on the Plaza in Kansas City November 5-6 for the
2019 Fall Fling! We can't wait to meet you! The entire MLA office staff will be joining
you for seminars, networking events and much more! Registration opens this week,
click HERE to read more. 

In Loving Memory of Gary Smith – Smith & Sons Building
Center
It is with deepest sympathies and heavy hearts that Mid-America Lumbermens
Association announces the passing of long-time member, board member and Past
President Gary Smith of Smith & Sons Building Center in Anadarko, OK.  Gary served
on the MLA Board of Directors from 2008-present, serving as Association President in
2010-2011.  Along with being a devout member of MLA, Gary was also a 20-year
member of the Oklahoma Lumberman’s Association and most recently, the
Construction Supplier’s Association.

Gary is survived by his loving wife, Cookie, their son, Alec and many other family
members and friends. 

On behalf of all of the members of MLA, we wish Gary God’s speed and send our
condolences to his family, friends, colleagues and peers.

Read Gary's obituary HERE

Board of Directors Elect to Freeze Board for 2019-20
At the May 1, 2019 meeting of the MLA Board of Directors, the Board unanimously
voted to freeze and hold over all current board positions and board terms until
September 2020. 

In a joint statement issued by MLA President Hatch McCray and MLA Executive Vice
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President Cody Nuernberg, both addressed the decision as “an opportunity for the
new management team and staff to work with those who have been involved in
MLA’s transition of managers since the beginning.”   McCray noted that he “is excited
to serve another year as President” and “looks forward to ensuring the transition
continues to flow smoothly”.  Nuernberg noted during the meeting that “MLA has a
great board with solid engagement from all members.  As MLA transitions from one
management group to another, consistency and minimal change to leadership is
ideal to ensure maximum efficiency.”

Thank you and congratulations to the MLA Board of Directors for another year of
service to the organization, the industry and their peers. 

Got Space? MLA Needs a Home for its Classes

From December through March, MLA will be offering education opportunities
throughout the region to assist member in training their teams.  Topics will include
estimating, contractor sales, lumber industry marketing and much more.  Look for us
in the Kansas City area, St. Louis, Fayetteville and various other locales around the
MLA region in the months to come.

To keep costs down and to provide additional engagement opportunities to both
dealer and supplier members, MLA is looking for hosts for our 2019-20 programs. 

Vendor Members:  Do you have conference space at your wholesale or
manufacturing location?

If yes, we’d love to bring 20-30 industry professionals to your location for training.

As an Education Host, you provide the meeting space, coffee, soda and water, we’ll
do the rest!  Want to give a facility tour? Want to do a 30-minute product
demonstration over lunch? We welcome any ideas you have for while we're on-site.
Contact Lindsay if you want to host a class: lindsay@themla.com (763) 595-4053

Click HERE for dates and locations of upcoming classes

https://www.themla.com/index.php?option=com_jevents&Itemid=115&task=.&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mla_newsletter_september_2019&utm_term=2019-09-01


How to Start a Sales Presentation
By Jeff Beals

There shall be no presentation until it’s time!  This might seem counterintuitive, but
if we’re going to talk about sales presentations, we must first talk about listening. 

Too often extroverted sales reps, who love the sound of their own voices, launch into
a well-rehearsed and finely polished demonstrations and pitches.  You don’t want to
do that, however, until you have determined exactly who the prospect is, what they
value and how your products or services specifically deliver what they value.

Then, and only then, do you start to “sell.”

Sound like you or one of your sales people?  If so, click here to read more.

NLBMDA Addresses OSHA Crane Rule with Congress
Last week, NLBMDA met with Congressional staff to discuss the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration's (OSHA) crane rule, the material delivery exemption and
the 2016 Letter of Interpretation (LOI). After NLBMDA’s April meeting with OSHA in
DC and without follow-up from the Agency, NLBMDA sent a letter to OSHA reiterating
our association’s official request for the LOI to be rescinded. To date, NLBMDA has
not received any communication from OSHA, even to acknowledge their receipt of
the letter.

As a result, NLBMDA felt it was necessary to engage Congress and ask for their
assistance. Last Tuesday, NLBMDA met with senior congressional staff to brief them
on the issue and express NLBMDA’s concerns with the LOI and lack of response from
OSHA. The meeting was very productive and proved to be a positive step towards a
final resolution for NLBMDA on this critical issue. NLBMDA staff will continue to
communicate with Congress and OSHA to find a solution as soon as possible.

Economic Growth is on the Agenda for West Plains
At this month’s West Plains Economic Development Corporation (WPEDC) meeting,
Economic Development Director David Bossemeyer reported several steps are being
taken to bring new business and economic growth not just to West Plains, but to the
region.

The Lighthouse 360 corporation on Tuesday launched an initiative to aid WPEDC with
marketing and leads to build interest and business inquiries. Lighthouse 360 will
make contact with companies looking to expand or relocate their businesses, on
behalf of West Plains.

“They’ll be reaching out to roughly 3,000 businesses that have expressed interest in
relocating or expanding,” Bossemeyer told the Quill by phone, adding that the initial
emphasis will be on companies working with metals, woods and plastics, primarily.
Read more HERE

 

Follow us on our new social media pages! Click the widget
below to read all the latest MLA news!
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